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Attending:  The meeting occurred online. 
 
The meeting began at 7:02pm 
 
President’s Report:  Kristen Materne gave the president’s report. Kristen reported on the items 
discussed at the District Parent Association Presidents’ Meeting. 

• Snow days are going to be structured so that they will not necessarily look like a virtual 
learning day.  Teachers are developing packets of skill-based work that students can 
work on during snow days.  Packets are designed with potential power outages in mind.  

• The District received a Take it Outside grant that will be used to purchase picnic tables 
for each school and to strengthen the schools’ Wifi signals outdoors so that distance 
learners can still participate when classes move outdoors 

• There are substitute and support opportunities available in the schools for volunteers. 
Please contact Anita DiMateo if you are interested. 

• Discussions are continuing about what to do to support this year’s seniors. Kristen plans 
to approach the Barrington Business Association to see if they are interested in 
contributing again this spring to the cost of the senior banners that were hung in town 
this past year. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  November Minutes were approved by the Board via email and will be 
posted on the website. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Suzanne Costa, the BHS Librarian 

• Dr. Costa thanked the PA for providing funds to the BHS Library every year.  The PA 
money has in the past been used to purchase furniture and print books. 

• The BHS Summer Reading program was very successful this past year.  Students were 
given a wide selection of reading options and were required to choose someone to 
partner with who would read the same selection and discuss it. Students who 
completed the Summer Reading received extra credit in the class of their choice.  361 
students participated this year and all received extra credit. This was the most student 
participation ever. 

• The District purchased the SORA app, a new platform for ebooks.   
• The BHS Library website has been updated to improve outreach to students during 

hybrid learning. 
• Since students can’t browse books in the Library, new books are posted online and 

students can email Dr. Costa and she will arrange for the students to receive the books 
they are interested in. 

• The Library has 14 online subscriptions to databases and offers lots of instruction on 
how to search and cite databases. 



 

  2 

• BHS is a Commonsense Media certified school because of its efforts to instruct students 
on internet safety.  Dr. Costa has been appointed a National Commonsense Media 
Ambassador. 

• BHS Library subcribes to Flipster, a digital magazine service and to GALE eBooks 
• The Library has also partnered with the Senior Project Coordinators to assist with the 

research component of the senior project. 
• The Library has partnered with the Barrington Public Library on a variety of projects 

offering students the opportunity for community engagement. 
 
Principal’s Report:  Principal Joe Hurley gave the Principal’s Report. 

• Decision to go to full distance learning with the exception of the 5-day learners who are 
still in person was only made this weekend when it became apparent because of newly 
reported cases and the contact tracing of those cases that the building could not safely 
be staffed.  BHS will reevaluate this coming Thursday whether to remain full distance 
next week or return to hybrid learning. 

• RIIL is expected to make announcements regarding sports.  The situation is evolving.  
 

Parent Question:  When reassessing later this week whether to return to hybrid learning will 
you rely on what is happening state-wide or will you limit your considerations to data within 
the district? 
Principal Hurley said they will largely look to the data within the district and see how this week 
goes. 
 

• Schedule changes were adopted this week. CPT was moved to Monday afternoons and 
the Advisory/Support time was moved to the morning to pre-empt early dismissals.  The 
plan going forward is to keep some time within the Advisory/Support bloc for support 
and student time but to also embed within that bloc meaningful learning structures 
including RULER, ILP, and the Hour of Code (for upcoming Computer Science week). 

• A Canvas Parent Forum is being held tonight for grades K-3 and this Thursday for grades 
4-12. 
 

Parent Question:  I understand there are currently no mask breaks during the school day. What 
is the plan for mask breaks in the future? 
Principal Hurley said Superintendent Mike Messore is working with the RI Superintendents 
Association, RIDE, and RIDOH to determine what mask breaks will look like going forward. 
 

• Cold weather may make it difficult to utilize outdoor spaces for things like music. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Susan Moran gave the Treasurer’s Report. 

• $8000 in checking, $2000 in savings account. 
• Additional $1000 from membership dues will be added. 
• No expenditures this month. 
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Membership Committee Report:  Angelica Bazyk gave the Membership report 
• 35 new families have joined via Paypal. 
• Will post list of new members on the website. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm 


