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Attending via Zoom:  Meeting occurred online. 

 

The meeting began at 7:02 pm. 

 

President’s Report:  Kristen Materne gave the President’s report first, flipping the agenda to 

accommodate the meeting’s Q&A with Principal Hurley. 

• Kristen attended the PA President’s Meeting on September 21.  One of the items 

discussed was how to adapt learning opportunities to a distance format. Kristen said 

Anita DeMateo will be making announcements shortly about virtual learning 

opportunities to replace in-person activities like speakers, field trips, etc..   

• The Board will adopt last meeting’s minutes and budget approval at the next PA Board 

meeting, which will likely be in a couple of weeks. 

• Kristen asked that a motion be made to nominate Maura McCrann as PA Vice President.  

The motion was made and Maura McCrann was elected unanimously. 

• Audrey McClelland will handle Spiritwear sales. 

• Kristen asked Principal Hurley if he could work with his staff to send out an email blast 

regarding PA membership since the PA has not been able to include its annual paper 

envelope membership solicitations in the September Highlights mailings.  Principal 

Hurley said he would talk to Ms. Azulay about that. 

 

Principal’s Report: 

• New Hires at BHS for 2020-21 include: 

o  the new Assistant Principal, Allison Scanlon, a 2000 BHS graduate.  

o Kristen Willett was hired from BMS to run the BHS Art Department 

o Julie Abbruzzi is a new math teacher, also hired from BMS. 

o Colleen McMichael is the new BHS school nurse. 

o Jen Sapolsky, a former part-time BHS French teacher, was hired as a new Social 

Studies teacher. 

o Sandra Shaw was hired to replace Jen Sapolsky as the part-time French teacher. 

o Jessica Mazo, a 2004 BHS grad, was hired in the Special Education department. 

• George Finn, who in addition to the Athletic Department also oversees student 

activities, is working on a Virtual Activities Fair to showcase student activities 

opportunities at BHS.  The goal is to infuse activities into the Tuesday/Thursday blocs. 

• Testing:  all seniors will be taking the SAT on October 14, free of charge.  Juniors will be 

taking the PSAT/NMSQT on that day.  Both of these tests are optional and are not 

graduation requirements.  Freshmen and Sophomores will Distance Learn on that day.   

• There have been scheduling challenges, including challenges to Phys. Ed. Because the 

numbers of students in those classes have been high.  Special Ed has also had scheduling 

issues.  The school is working on these and other scheduling challenges. 
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• There are also concerns about how Band and Chorus, which are conducted outdoors, 

will adapt to the colder weather. 

• Although lunch is quieter than it was before Covid, students are allowed to talk to each 

other when they have finished eating and can put their masks back on. 

• Students are asked to sit at the same lunch table each day to facilitate contact tracing.  

This has been difficult because there are four different lunch period configuations but 

the students are stepping up and trying their best. 

• Students and teachers are all doing a great job. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Principal Hurly 

The meeting was then opened up for parent questions. 

 

Q:  What is Advisory going to look like? My student seems to be doing nothing during Advisory. 

A: Tuesday and Thursday are designated advisory periods per a state requirement.  The role of 

Advisory is being looked at to modify it to potentially include some Student Activity time.  Right 

now it is almost like a study period but we are looking to revise that. 

 

Q:  The Town Council is considering holding a forum on diversity.  Is there a student group that 

you think could contribute questions?  

A:  The Diversity and Equity Group would be a good choice.  There is also a Culturally Relevant 

Curriculum effort underway at BHS that is largely student-driven.  Theresa Moore and Allison 

Grieco would be two people to reach out to on that. 

 

Q:  How is Senior Project being affected by Covid? 

A:  Steve Lenz and Dan ____ oversee the Senior Project.  There is also a Senior Project Steering 

Committee that has discussed changes to the Senior Project that have had to be made.  Overall 

the Senior Project has been condensed.  Instead of culminating in May, Senior Projects will not 

culminate until late March.  There is discussion about making the presentations virtual and 

scaling down or otherwise modifying the community participation piece.  The revised full 

timetable will be out soon. 

 

Q:  How will decisions be made regarding the funding that the Town is receiving from the State 

to support this type of learning? 

A:  Paula Dillon and Mike Messore will be overseeing those expenditures.  We have also met as 

an administrative team to discuss it.  Some money had to be used for materials to get the 

schools Covid-ready such as PPE and plexi glass.  The rest of the money will be used to meet 

other Covid-related challenges.  For example, the high numbers in PE classes could be 

addressed by having PE teachers teach additional classes or hiring a 2/5’s person to teach PE. 
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Q:  It seems like there haven’t been any new Covid cases in the schools in the last 2 weeks or 

so.  Is that the case or does that reflect a change in the schools’ reporting policy? 

A:  There has not been a change in the reporting policy.  Fortunately the student cases that 

were reported involved infections that occurred outside of school.  We are doing okay with 

respect to the impact from student infections.  Staff infections are having a larger impact 

because of staff having to quarantine because of family exposures.  Staff can work from home 

where possible but then substitutes will be needed for the classrooms.  Staffing has been an 

issue around the state.  The front office has discussed having some administrators sit in the 

Guidance Department to avoid having to all quarantine if there is a risk of infection in the front 

office. 

 

Q:  Can you describe teacher and student morale? 

A:  Students are having difficulty while Distance Learning, either full time or on their Distance 

Learning days.  Morale among teachers varies department to department and teacher to 

teacher.  A primary concern is the difficulty of simultaneously teaching to an in-person class and 

to a virtual class.  In addition there have been tech issues and there was the power outage-

related problems last week.   The biggest problem with distance learning is the amount of time 

students are required to be in front of a screen. Teachers are also saying they need time to 

work with students and we are considering a way to incorporate office hours into the day.  We 

continue to assess and modify as we go along. 

 

Q:  When a student tests positive is it possible to provide the community with more information 

without compromising that student’s privacy? 

A:  No unfortunately it is not possible to give out any more information than we do without 

violating the student’s privacy. 

 

Q:  How will PD days be treated? 

A:  PD days will be considered independent learning days.  We are still evaluating how to ensure 

that there is not too much work assigned on those days. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

 


