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Attending:  The meeting occurred online. 
 
The meeting began at 7:02pm 
 
President’s Report:  BHSPA President Kristen Materne gave the President’s Report. 
 

• There has been a lot of discussion district wide about what to do for this year’s seniors.  
Any ideas should be emailed to Principal Joe Hurley, Kristen or Superintendent Mike 
Messore. 

 
• Background Checks:  Anita DiMatteo is not doing background checks at this point. If you 

are volunteering in person or virtually without a teacher present you need to get a 
background check from the AG’s office. 

 
• There were discussions about snow days and how teachers are preparing student work 

packets.  Joe talked about snow day preparations and efforts to tie in concepts from the 
RULER program (the Yale program on Social Emotional Learning (“SEL”) that Barrington 
uses).   

 
• Membership plea needs to be linked to our website so that families can join the BHSPA 

through our website. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The October minutes were approved. 
 
Guest Speakers: 
 

• Alison Scanlon, new BHS Assistant Vice Principal for grades 9 and 11, BHS 504 
coordinator, PSAT coordinator, member of the Diversity Equity and Inclusion committee 
for the town, BHS SEL Task Force member, mom of 2, and BHS graduate.  Joe said he 
really appreciates Alison coming on board and jumping right in this year.   

 
• Toni Corry, head of BHS Guidance Department. Toni noted that although the pandemic 

has made delivery of some services difficult guidance is reaching out to students during 
advisory and via email.  Guidance also administered a Google survey to students to help 
identify students experiencing issues of isolation, senior sadness, anxiety and Guidance 
is trying to meet those needs identified by the survey results.  Toni noted students’ 
resiliency.  Toni also reported that the Academic Learning Center, which is run by 
National Honor Society students and offers tutoring to BHS students is up and running in 
a virtual format. 
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• Joanne Royley, BHS Student Assistance Counselor.  This is Joanne’s 21st year at BHS, she 
has 2 sons who went through Barrington schools, K-12.  Joanne is doing lots of individual 
counseling so far this fall. She has the sense that kids are doing okay and in some 
respects seem to be doing better than the parents. Joanne is offering group counseling 
for students who are interested.  Joanne notes that while there has been an uptick in 
substance use by kids in town, with respect to in-school substance related incidents, the 
numbers are not out of the ordinary compared to prior years. Specifically, Joanne said 
there have been a few students suspended for vaping marijuana dabs in school and 
students who have been disciplined for vaping. BHS is in the process of introducing an 
SEL Screener to identify kids who need follow up for SE issues.  The new screener should 
be in place next year.  BHS is a little behind some of the other schools in the district in 
rolling out the SEL RULER curriculum and is hoping to use the Advisory bloc for this.  
Joanne reports that all student representative spots are filled – namely, the Health and 
Wellness Committee, the SEL Advisory Committee, the East Bay Tobacco Youth Council 
and the Student Ambassador program. 

 
Parent Question:  Will juniors take the SAT in the spring or during their senior year?  Joe 
explained that although the specific dates have not yet been determined, there is a window in 
April for all juniors to take the SAT.  The goal is to administer the PSAT and SAT in the spring. 
 
Parent Question:  There are rumors that Naviance is going away.  Parent noted that it would be 
a shame to lose the historical information regarding BHS student acceptances.  Toni said that 
dropping Naviance was something that was being considered and she said she would pass that 
concern along. 
 
Parent Question:  How can you tell which clubs are up and running and active via Zoom?  The 
information on the website appears to be outdated.  Joe said George Finn who oversees 
student clubs and activities is working to find a time in the school day schedule for clubs to 
meet since clubs and other student activities can no longer meet after school.  An effort is being 
made to try to embed clubs into the Advisory bloc. BHS plans to get a communication out after 
Thanksgiving regarding clubs.  Joe noted that it is difficult to use the Advisory bloc for clubs 
since students cannot move around building because of contact tracing restrictions. 
 
Parent Question:  Given that the BHS music program is such a huge BHS asset, this parent 
wondered why sports are being played and yet there aren’t more accommodations being made 
for music.  The parent also remarked that internet issues were making it difficult to attend 
music classes via Zoom.  Joe explained that the current Health Department guidance presently 
prohibits music from taking place indoors although there are discussions taking place about 
how we can make additional accommodations to facilitate student participation in the music 



 
BARRINGTON HIGH SCHOOL PARENT ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2020 

	
 

 3 

program.  Joe noted that there was no easy answer and promised to follow up on the internet 
connection issue, which he had only recently learned of. 
 
Principal’s Report:  BHS Principal Joe Hurley gave the Principal’s Report. 

• Joe noted that this is an incredibly busy time. Joe explained that with respect to newly 
reported Covid cases, RIDOH used to take the lead on contact tracing but they are now 
too overwhelmed and are looking to schools to do contact tracing and then in turn pass 
along information to RIDOH.  BHS is therefore conducting contact tracing, which is very 
time intensive. 

• BHS will be adding ADA Picnic tables to school grounds with cement pads.   
• BHS recently held Spirit Week and crowned its Golden Eagles.  BHS is currently thinking 

ahead to the spring for ways to try to have a regular year to the extent possible.  Joe 
noted that student clubs and activities are an important part of that.   

• The District is also thinking about Covid accommodations that it will keep post Covid, 
such as the Senior Banners that were hung in town this spring. Joe explained that the 
Banners were proposed by the Barrington Business Association who reached out to BHS.  

• NEASC accreditation was supposed to happen last spring but the NEASC visit is now 
planed for fall 2021.  Joe believes BHS is in good shape with respect to the upcoming 
accreditation.  

 
Parent Question:  What are the plans for really cold days?  Joe answered that the school 
learned from recent cold snowy days that the heat will have to be adjusted and that only one 
window needs to be open to ensure sufficient air exchange.  Going forward on cold days only 
one window will be open and the heat will be adjusted.  These measures should help. 
 
Parent Question:  This parent heard that on a recent CPT day, buses came at the regular time, 
and that some kids waited in the cold for buses that never came.  Joe said that going forward 
the CPT schedule would be changed and that there should not be an issue with buses on future 
CPT days. 
 
Membership Report: 

• Website needs to be updated to register new members 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

• There is $8577 in the checking account 
• PA paid $255 in insurance; paid $449 for PTOffice renewal 
• There are no membership dues of note to report 
• There is $2000 in the savings account  
• Audrey McClelland is handling the Spiritwear Store this year, which should hopefully 

bring in some money 
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• There was some discussion about which account membership dues were being paid into 
and that this issue would be investigated further.  

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. 


